Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

April 21, 2011
The Honorable Harold Rogers The Honorable Norman Dicks
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
H-307, The Capitol 1016 Longworth HOB
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515
The Honorable Denny Rehberg The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS Subcommittee on Labor, HHS
& Education & Education
2358 Rayburn HOB 1016 Longworth HOB
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Rogers and Rehberg and Ranking Members Dicks and DeLauro:

As you know, the administration’s Fiscal Year 2012 budget request contains a $350
million funding cut for Community Services Block Grants (CSBG). We recognize the
challenging fiscal environment in which our country is currently operating; however, we
believe that severe cuts to CSBGs - the source of funding for community action programs
- would hinder, rather than help, our nation's economic recovery while devastating
critical support services for the poor, disabled, children and the elderly. Accordingly, as
the Subcommittee and the Full Committee conduct their work on the Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill for Fiscal Year 2012, we respectfully
request funding for CSBGs at a minimum of $680 million- the FY2011 level as enacted.

CSBGs provide a lifeline for our country’s most vulnerable citizens. Community action
programs are the federal government's only comprehensive approach to addressing the
needs of vulnerable citizens and helping struggling Americans get the services they need
to achieve economic security. Covering 1,065 agencies in 99 percent of U.S. counties,
community action programs last year provided employment, education and housing to
20.7 million Americans facing an array of enormous challenges ranging from extreme
poverty and disability to lack of employment and shelter. Community action programs
created and retained 18,432 jobs over the past two years, ranking 8th out of
approximately 200 federal Recovery Act programs.
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We believe that CSBG-funded projects will help ensure low-income Americans achieve
economic security and become productive, contributing members of society. We
appreciate your consideration of our request for no less than $680 million in the FY 12
Appropriations bill and stand ready to work with you as we confront the challenges
facing our nation in the future.
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